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City for Living — Excellence, Balance, Harmony

Temple Terrace
Comprehepsive Plan

INTRODUCTIQN-OVERV

(%2500 : _ ;ﬁﬁﬁh

What happens around the world can have direct and lasting impact on us. The outside
world affects us; we are not an island. The Plan needs to build the awareness that the
City is a player on a much larger playing field. .Are we ready to take advantage of the
opportunities that present themselves, or will imply react after the fact and lose
opportunities, or will we just let them slip b cbﬁ?]etely unrecognized? Are we ready to
proactively address proble may b%ed our way or will we react to them, or will
we allow ourselves to be-zm.ll hur a noﬂg repared? Change is a universal
principle of organic entztzeg-and we must understand the effects of changes at many

different levels. 1 '* v'
The world will always be tﬂq‘ﬁh&;ng The effects of cha e felt by everyone,
because today we all *ﬁr “live in a globzﬂ‘ Communication,

transportatio?f, technol rmation, and econ nsactions are almost
instantaneous. Competi

Global Influences

| everyone is part of it.
—_

Presently, we are impacted : the ‘sea ity of such resources as oi_l,- steel, and
: ing and doing business locally as well as
globally.  Global influences affe egiqn’s seaports, local tourism, and

ings are felt in Temple Terrace

.~ ognizant of its place
ose city-states, for

food supply, and immigration.
The City, as it appears to have beén
in global society, and position itse

us the greater metropolitan Tampa B ay regi M’llch will b.e most successful, are
those who have a distinct ide a | juctive nimble work force, a strong
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educational and knowledge base, engaged responsible citizens, and an enviable
unique lifestyle and living environment.

2|

LT

National Influences

No less than global influences, national influences affect Temple Teriglce
things as national foreign policy, L domestlc policy, taxation rates, .
strength, and environmental and natural i%g,ource p@heles «all sha
within which the City considers wlli't-' dec131or-1$ .
determining 1ts futdre. j’ i 4
o b " 4 '|l ' i !
The City hasI domgetltors among gions and cities oﬁgflﬁh'l"t e nation. The
same qualities that make it successful in the global village make it successful

within the nation. Only the scale or significance of those qualities differ.

State and Regional Influences

State and regional influences impact the City even more directly and with
stronger obvious consequences. Not or_ﬂ)&_these related to the state and
regional economy, but the State, thr h‘tg growth management laws, has
established the minimu es throzgx‘/vhiph it chooses to engage and impact
the City. These are ci‘ea'rl'y sed.in the ﬁ\tqs expectations, as addressed in
its requirements for the ft’y s comprehenswe plan, its evaluation and appraisal

report (EAR), and this gat&ﬂ!&ed on tha E

These State minimum issues ude schools, water supply, land use, housing,
property rights, land use a utilities, parks and
recreation, capital improv ination, the natural
. _ change agent driving
swth. The rate of growth and the absolute growth
1 certa ly is expaenced locally. These issues

environment, redevelop
these issues is poli)ulati
has been large in this S
must be addressed byt
identified for itself. _'.-

nsive Plan

One of the early realizations in the develop pdate for the City
was the emergence of a commo; me and values In the dated Plan that

ii Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace
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n " A City for B¥G o

*  “A Beautiful Environment Embraced by Diverse Citizens”

*  “The Best of Humanity and the Best of Nature” i |

=  “The City’s Values — Excellence, Balance, Harmony” '

* “The Way to Get There - Sustainability, Regeneration, Interconnecte ness
Systems Approaches” ; : p i

S ;
All of these capture the uniqueness and i‘dentlty that is
H‘ !
Looai\{nﬂ,qe_ﬁnges - thé!h_i_ iqu
Why and How Was This Theme Developed?
The City’s current motto is “A City for Living”. During Plan Update public
participation activities, and based on all the citizen comments gathered during
several extensive public outreach efforts, and noting the growth that is expected
over the next decade, an overarching concept or theme emerged, which is “A
Beautiful Environment Embraced by DiverseiCitizens”. This theme captures the
residents” desire to adapt and plan for expe&owth, while promoting as City
values: excellence, balance, and harm hin Temple Terrace. To effectively
and efficiently fulfill this future, the must concentrate on the way to get
there, which its citizens have s;mmanzed*stl"Sustamabzlzty, Regeneration,
Interconnectedness, and Systems Approaches”. .

Fa

For cities to meet thei
and lead. The rewards
to be resilient in the face o
in the marketplace, so th
move forward to a bri

successfully master change
0 a extraordm y. Itis a challenging prospect
E":?;\ d resources, and to ch on constant change
c1pa11ty can dlStlm competitively and
Building sustaina e is a constant process

y's overarching theme will focus limited

of mastering change.
mary goals 5_?121 desires of the residents of

municipal resources to
Temple Terrace.,

Temple Terrace is an Old Sul
Community of Urban Villages
Temple Terrace is an older, -subu
residential community, which beg
and distinctive Mediterranean'fev:
important to its citizens that thi

ing as a Sophisticated Residential
= e

- omi afﬁ g{e family-detached
in the ~il ~Its historic original city layout
itecture remain relatively intact. It is
stained, and, where housing stock
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and business areas degrade, it is regenerated to maintain the overall harmonious
quality of life in Temple Terrace reflective of its current diversity.
T

For Years, Surrounding Areas Were Mostly Rural and It Was Geographlcally
Separated from Tampa e I
Since its beginnings in the 1920’s, Temple Terrace has been relative
from the other communities in Hlllsborough County No mo
suburban scale developments are nowhpresent on 1355 boundarles;

numerous issues in _tﬁ ‘municipality’s 1] e‘E the needs I

grown’n%~ commumty For exﬁ'lh, X come re d
- i

on which to prov1de affordable ho ; geli-'ér'a!tion of residents

becomes scarcer and thus an ever greater issue, impacting the multi-generational

roots of Temple Terrace.

Urban Development Has Been Built Around the City on Three Sides and Has
Spread Further North of Temple Terrace

Urban style development has occurred to rth, west and south of Temple
Terrace, with the most dense developmenma_,ttern adjacent to the municipality
being west of 527 Street. %are several areas that are relatively undeveloped,
generally located to the.east of the m 1Clmt¥, which are expected to pay a
significant role in the future gromf Temple Terrace

4 b
The City Does Not lstl 1ve B
Distinguishable If Y nple Terra

aries and Is Not Always
Tampa or Unincorporated

~

Hillsborough County % .

Currently, there are not’ En' _1andmarl<s change‘opment patterns or
form that wotld indicatetoWisitors that they are n ring Temple Terrace.
For places to be successful, 5t s often i&nportant to distinguish themselves from

eeds to find a way t'é’_set itself apart an_d_ promote a

In many instances people tend t@ gravitate to: ! as a new home or
community. For the most par:c _' i homes need less
maintenance. Fixtures tend tobe more mo #B'ﬁt what these places often lack

haracter. Through regeneration efforts,
and a unique character - need to be

iv Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace
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built upon for the City to stay competitive with other communities in the Tampa
Bay region. ’

A _'l: !
The City Relies on Property Tax Revenue to Be Economically Viable | :
Since the municipality is primarily developed residentially, residential P
taxes generate the greatest amount of revenue for the City of Ten Tenir
This is fine in an environment where homq. Values rise, but if their

ﬂ-lfflcult to mCﬁt the public se

roblem, re: Itial-'areas (as i
commercial and_ mdustrlal aqqas;) ore ic i ‘Bﬁ :
libraries and pohce protectlon : .
municipality, it is very important to ensure that housing stock is maintained and
neighborhoods are protected. It is also important to sustain a good mix of
residential and non-residential development within a community for many
reasons, not the least of which is to have a more diverse property tax revenue
base in an ever changing economic climate.

stagnant or drop, it becomes ever more
of the community. To.ﬁ)mpound.j;h

=

New Tampa and Pasco County Are a Cdﬂpetltlve Threat Because They Can

Attract from the Pool o{__ ﬁent Hom uygrs

Since the City is primarily. built ou't, thehousing stock is set (without significant
redevelopment) and as res-rdents move up the economlc ladder, there is less and
ock f,q*n.ihem to ch:

less of a variety of ho
In order for them to

m within Temple Terrace.
at1on ere is a real danger these
residents will leave th 1ty,|. oving to l&cales such as New Tampa or
southern Pasco County. Thr new growth and rede pment, it is critical
for the City to offer a wﬁé— rlefy of housing choic eet the needs of all
economic levels. i

'I
ik, -

Strategic Response: E ore CQmpe?itlve _

Create Identified Market Niches: That Give a Wide Economlc Approach
Through Asset-Building i '-L-u ple Terrace

To meet these competitive challenges, 1 i§ critical for the municipality to build on
its assets, create niche market ' its u que identity. Failure to do so
will result in a community that /here USA, lackmg the amenities
needed to keep and attract major € lled workforce.

Develop and Promote a Strong Ide
e Strong City Form

Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace, Y
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0 River — The Hillsborough River is a major focal point, recreational
amenity and gathering place for the City of Temple Terrace. It is
the ribbon that ties everything together. This resource must be
protected, enhanced and leveraged to promote the character of the
community. In all municipal decisions, the question ghou be
asked, “how will ﬂ’]lS 1m}3act the river?”. Vlstais* edE :
protected, water quality malgtamea and access improved to ensure
this asset is sustalned for fimre generatl

G o] Olk Tree Canpﬂ'y{ .

assets, one of the for
seamless interface of man and nature that make Temple Terrace, in
part, such a highly appealing place. As with the river, this
important resource must be protected and built upon.

0 Heritage Areas — Temple Terrace began in the 1920’s, with most of
its early buildings being desi in the beautiful Mediterranean

rev1va1 style. The ]urlsd1ct1§r?:*§ done a great job in protecting this

er leverage this asset, the municipality

ﬁ1,1_§__'s;_ le @ghltecture in other areas of the

importan .aspect to successfully pete is to offer a
variety of l_ l-o.hons As people gh life their needs
“change. Whatis important to someo ir 20’s differs greatly

with someg@ midlife and again to someone who is nearing or at
retirement-age. it is important fora @y to offer choices in all these
lifestyles, “wheths 1t=:!é smgle family detached homes new
urbanism -develot ment7
facilities, and t Quitlse.

mixed-use settings, assisted. living

-

0 Definable City 'Ce , r — Mos . at Cities have a defined center or
¥ - i 1‘—.‘- — .
“heart” of the community:" This .dﬁa a space for public

—in =1

—
functions, a gatheri P | ce for private com e, but above all an
. TheCify has done a.great deal of work

area for social inter ;_v
in developing a ¥ fc new d owntown and is in the process

- -
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of implementing that vision, which will create this critical asset
needed to succeed and prosper in the 21%t Century.
. 1
Create Non-Residential Economic Opportunities: The University of .South
Florida/Temple Terrace/Vandenberg Airport Axis As Part of Templ’e Terrace’
Identity .
There are two major economic engmes on the boundaries of Te
They are the University of South Flcl)rlcia- to the nor’c'lgves’cJbr and to th
Vandenberg Airport.. _The University of Sopth ida is not only
higher: ducathn, but a ma]Q];.'I;e
other supportmg commercial ver

Terrace is in a great position to capture some of these spin-off activities.
However, the City needs to coordinate and understand the needs of the
University and these associated supporting uses to ensure it is providing
appropriately located land and infrastructure. In addition, the University and
these supporting business offer high paying jobs and of course these employees
will need a place to live. There is an opp ity for many of these people to
reside in Temple Terrace, if the right fﬁs ‘tﬁihousmg, lifestyle and amenities are
offered.

— il
Vandenberg Airport is anot-her umque econormc engine and important emerging

le., w’race .,,l' the University of South
f( On to|capture spin-off activities from
ityyneeds to codrdinate with these entities to

iithrn Temple Terrace

transportation hub n
Florida, Temple Terra
Vandenberg Airport.

entice these businesses to |

'Il:'- w7

What Does This Theme.} The Best of Huma e Best of Nature - In
just a few words this t ntifies the essence of what is important to the

residents of Temple Te

manmade environmen ectlon of 1ts natural resources thus
achieving harmony.

e The Best of Humaﬂitf !
population, a great place to raise a m1ly'5excellent schools, stable
neighborhoods, a beautife '
opportunities, a protecteg
golf course), an ethnically
citizenry with creative;a

iverse recreational
al amenities (e.g.
t@‘llﬁ diverse gcommunity, active
people, and an accessible/responsive
local government.~ :

Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace, vii
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e The Best of Nature — What is meant by this? The primary components are
a clean and environmentally sound Hillsborough River, a balance between
active recreation and the protection of significant natural areas, and an
interconnected system of green corrldors, in part utilizing thblﬁexte sive
oak tree canopy of Temple Te_lrrace i '. g o { %

¥ J ;

Values of System, Sustalnahlllty - ﬁegener.a'\lﬁh Interc N
(Excellence, Balance qﬂHarmon mpl}e'd-) :
As wemf.?me fu]J&q;cle the ”t“""
regeneration an interconnectedness.
heart and plug them into its decision-making processes, the results will be a
community of excellence, balance, and harmony today and for future
generations.

THE VISION - “THE BIG PICTURE” EXPRESSED IN

THE CITY FORM
Everything the City Doe;%h‘e Futur W Promote and Further Its Themes

=
'l.h

The Comprehensive i’l;-"smny F"ﬂ{
The City’s Comprehensive Plan i kﬁl in creating

aspires to be. It gives Wthe Vi
U uslfﬁihmvm

“Tools”, in the form of
-

e City that Temple Terrace
Big Picture. It contains the
e City’s future.

‘State Law specifies
to these divisions of

i i 1 ]
There are a lot of ways to orga sz the Comprehensi

is not necessarily
the Plan. One way thé City’s an could have been organized is by 5 headings

Nature”. From these you'm

i =

1. City Form -

2. Natural Form .

3. Infrastructure Interconneet. & L

4. Mobility Interconnect _J

5. Economy Interconnect O e
Instead, the organization staye h the traditional elemeht:; Future Land Use,
Housing, Recreation and Open Space, Conservation and Aquifer Recharge,

viii Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace
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Mobility, Public Facilities, Public School Facilities, Intergovernmental
Coordination and Capital Improvements.

L A
Each of these Elements has been matched with a statement dealing with ”Aiming
for Success”. By way of conclusion to this Introduction and transrgon th
traditional elements, the followmg lists the Elements with the i
relevant portion of its “Aiming for Success‘:‘ statements. -

e g 'q';r':'n.--.

CONCLUSION - AII\WG FQ.R

L ' 1
Futureklrand Usie" Element — Alml
Cities, like people, have life cycles with unique stories, which is especially true of
the City of Temple Terrace. One of the ways municipalities can capture and
express their uniqueness is through their long-range comprehensive plans.
These plans explain a lot about who a city is, where it's going, and how it’s
trying to get there. Smart cities, like people, actively use their plans to shape
their unique identity in ways that m them better - leveraging the
opportunities presented by change, minimizing the difficulties, and overcoming
any inherent weaknesse change n exp_(;)se. Plans afford cities the means
of taking charge and aﬂte ning t ox:\itm.ique destiny, in this case the

Success lies in craftin 3 rev. a ssessing them periodically,
and modifying them a ged c1rc£:nces warrant. In doing so, plans

) the story that is its past, and then to script that
story to ensure it achievesthe ‘ture that is wanted b dents.

—

L
Success also lies in maki

citizenry for whom city,
present and future. So, in‘many ways, acity’s comprehensive plan isthe story its

that are realistic and accurately reflective of the

citizenry write for themselyes 1 a past shared history and experiences,
tempered by present reahtl appreciative of the context and constraints of their
physical and social environmez é expre e of a mutual vision for their
future. : '

Housing Element — Aiming for'S %

Temple Terrace is an older, subt ( le_family-detached
residential community. Its . . e 'nah-llelty layout and distinctive

Mediterranean revival architeet main relatively intact.

Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace, IX
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Traditional suburban values are important — a good place to raise a family; clean
neighborhoods; well maintained housing; safe city. The City is becoming more
diverse culturally, ethnically, racially. Those people share the same values but
they may use space differently, based on their backgrounds Eldeﬂly p opll

and the mix of homsuﬂ will cha

and r evelopﬁ,"lent of the “'H}).‘E
differen housmg types

These changes are opportunities for the City. There may be a latent demand for
housing by elderly and young people. The City can build on that for competitive
advantage. For example, the downtown redevelopment project may provide a
new urbanism niche that is not available anywhere else in this area of the county.

The City’s roots are in a resort comm bgéun in the 1920s as a well laid out
town built around a gd.ﬂ Ci se, with rranean revival architectural
theme, on the banks of the-nHillsborough River. The _City’s heritage is based on

ng \ he Clty p creation and open space is
: ment, and you can’t speak

e na
There is great respect a r the City’s natural
environment;“especially, a and fauna, as well
as the oak tree canopy of the City’s neighborhoods This respect also
extends to manmade n S
and the unique way the al | Plf gm e Meanders through the Clty in a way
that the edges of its fairways ible to the public for passive and active
use beyond just golfing. ~

Recreation and Open Space Element ~ ﬁiﬂ’*\g for Success

recreation and its natu
closely tied into and
about one without the

Temple Terrace’s parks, recreation areas an ts manictired and wild open spaces
are a part of the public realm where the beau o&-ﬁl_r and humanity come
together. The seamless interface@ ' etwo i
existence of man and nature are.a strong pa '@th"é-Clty s 1den,ttty

X Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace
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Conservation and Aquifer Recharge Element — Aiming for Success
Temple Terrace prides itself on its ‘green’ city. Its natural assets include the
Hillsborough River, its extensive oak tree canopy and man-made natural features
such as the meandering golf course and its many parks. It is the seamless
interface of man and nature that make Temple Terrace, in part, such a hi ]

appealing place in which tobe. j - bir
."I - 3 o ;! ' ‘-. t_

Temple Terrace also has a highly Ieniaged citi;_eﬁ‘lg,._ stic_)pgly cor

volunteerism, and well-educated, caring, motive citizenry witk

commw%ity and who are wﬂﬂ'tg

I T 2 N
protective of their natural enviro
river or the oak tree canopy are debated long and hard. This commitment is a
strong asset for the city.

Mobility Element (formerly Transportation Element) — Aiming for Success

Most people move around and through the City by automobile. The major roads
in the City are owned by the State or Co&_They are congested and their
capacity will not be increased. The C;%s"trﬁed to find other ways for moving

people around. There g_ﬁf:w contributing assets present that suggest that
alternative forms of mo'bﬂ..l.tg‘_____l work.

oy

[l

One, there is an activ ation "tﬁs is already ving around in parks and
recreation type activiti

e éﬁ'valu its nat
the natural setting in 15':', —-..'@g;t:ng, recfeating in the parks, walking,
golfing and bicycling, s*.%‘h ples.. The community’s walue of parks and
t-. nsidering alternative wmobﬂity, especially

recreation lend itself to’
environmentally-friend such as walking an

Two, the University o a is a major nearby employer, and City
residents can be accomm aking mass transit into the university.

Three, the City is beginnin development into activity centers, such as
- a Eoint than to a linear corridor.
= =Ty

Public Facilities Element — Ain_li > .-i-i_
The City has a good infrastruc vater, sewer,drainage, solid waste)

that is well maintained. General y
areas and people throughout th
serve areas outside their corpors

astrictlre services.are available to all
the'City has capacity and facilities to
aries that may be part of the City one

Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace, Xi
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day. Temple Terrace is well positioned with its infrastructure. = This is a
fundamental responsibility of local government.

Public School Facilities Element — Aiming for Success
The citizens of Temple Terrace strongly value education. Over 40% 0}; the ad
population has a college degree., The citizenry is engaged, has pri

community and is strongly Comm1’tted to volunteensm The citi
very knowledgeable and understand thﬁ‘eomplex relaﬁbnshlps that r

shape their commumtyjf i £ vaiubl ;

T e
This is an e)ctraordmary asset s at can be iﬁn’!’her evelop t
educational quality of life in Temple Terrace. The Pubhc School Facilities
Element focuses mostly on the quantitative aspect of education, ensuring there is
enough classroom space for all the present and future students. (Side note: The
City took a stand during the development of this countywide element and got a
percentage of future capacity in Temple Terrace schools specifically allocated for
children living in Temple Terrace. It was re&gﬂ that no child living in Temple
Terrace should have to be bused out of t e"'ﬂtyJ for school. This was a significant
effort, and underscores ﬂ;ﬁ‘ortanc-elﬁschgols to the community.)

e . i

The University of South-= Flor1da and Florlda College are two important

ul

educational assets for

Intergovernmental Co Element — Aiming for Success
Temple Terrace bills itself &g.l thirdﬁlargest city in Hillsberough County, or in
other terms, the smalle P, in the county (t only 3 cities in

Hillsborough County). @ e‘County and Tampa,
along with other level overnments and their agencies (e.g. Florida
Department of Transpo est Flor1d5—"_'SNater Management District)
have significant impact on ace in their decision making.

The people of Temple Terr ce \ _n a w1111ngness to tackle and work
through difficult civic 1ssu J all viewpoints. = There is a
knowledgeable citizenry thattnc terrelﬁhonshlps and underlying

IE ted'in theirleaders.
| J ?r- - e
nmental coordination has been

building and participation, and this

an. unilateral ones. Government works

Temple Terrace’s historic approacl
one of collaboration, cooperati
bilateral approach yields bette

Xii Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace
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for the people best when it w-or.ks together and advances the common good of
all. Thisis a strong asset.fbrﬂm. ity -.: Y O N
| = N 5 (k™
Capital Improvements l'éfmnt
The Temple Terrace government i flsc!g_
responswe Its public services an U
and 1t is well pos1t10ned for its fu
pro]ects th t carry or T;sk

s- care ulﬁ ém.d :

Comprehensive Plan for the City of Temple Terrace, Xiii
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