
5.0 STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

5.1 Revisions to the City of Tampa FLUE of the Comprehensive Plan 
Text changes that are recommended include revisions to the definitions, policies 
and land use categories in the FLUE. Proposed specific text revisions to the City 
of Tampa FLUE are indicated as either an addition (underline) or deletion 
(strikethrough).  The proposed City of Tampa Comprehensive Land Use Plan map 
changes are provided in Exhibit 5-1.   

 
5.1.1 City of Tampa Future Land Use Element--Definitions 

  
Accident Potential Zone I (APZ I) 
This zone extends from the Clear Zone an additional 5,000 feet. 
It includes an area of reduced accident potential. Ten percent of 
the accidents studied of all Air Force mishaps occurred in this 
area, which is 3,000 feet wide and 5,000 feet long beginning 
3,000 feet from the runway endpoint along and centered on the 
extended runway centerline. 
 
Accident Potential Zone II (APZ II) 
This zone extends from the outer end of APZ 1 an additional 
7,000 feet. This is an area of even further reduced accident 
potential. Five percent of the accidents studied of all Air Force 
mishaps occurred in this area, which is 3,000 feet wide and 7,000 
feet long beginning 8,000 feet from the runway endpoint along 
and centered on the extended runway centerline. 
 
Catastrophic Event:  
An overwhelming, unpreventable event caused exclusively by 
forces of nature, such as a hurricane, flood, tornado, earthquake, 
and including all natural phenomena that are exceptional and 
inevitable, the effects of which could not be prevented or avoided 
by the exercise of due care or foresight, excluding individual 
health related scenarios. 
 
Clear Zone 
This zone starts at the end of the runway and extends outward 
3,000 feet and is 3,000 feet wide (1,500 feet to either side of the 
runway centerline). It has the highest accident potential of the 
three zones as 27% of the accidents studied of all Air Force 
mishaps occurred in this area.  
 
Noise Contour 
Noise contours show areas exposed to specified noise levels over 
a given period of time. The contours are prepared using a 
computer noise model and are then overlaid onto a base map. 
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5.1.2 Future Land Use Element--Policies 

 
Tampa International Airport  
The reader should note that there is a separate aviation component 
located within the Transportation Element that contains additional 
policy direction.  
 
Objective A-3A: The City shall support and strengthen the role of 
Tampa International Airport by requiring that adjacent 
development be compatible with airport related activities. (In 
addition to the policies listed below, the Transportation Element 
has also adopted goals, objectives and policies addressing airport 
related activities).  
 
Policy A-3.1A:  
Maintain the lower density and/or intensity of development 
permitted by the M-AP (Municipal Airport Compatibility) plan 
category for those properties located within or in proximity to 
Tampa International Airport, as shown on the adopted land use 
map.  
 
Policy A-3.2A:  
Prohibit new construction and redevelopment which inhibits the 
safe and efficient operation of airport facilities within the accident 
potential zones for MacDill Air Force Base and the runway 
protection zones for Tampa International and Peter O’Knight 
Airports.  
 
Policy A-3.3A:  
To promote and protect the utility of Tampa International Airport, 
the City shall support uses compatible with aircraft operation 
through the Municipal Airport Compatibility land use plan 
category.  
 
Policy A-3.4A:  
New development shall not obstruct aircraft operations by 
intersecting the airport’s clear zones, approach zones, transition 
surface, horizontal surface, and conical surfaces.  
 
Policy A-3.5A:  
All building regulations (floor area ratios (FAR) and height) shall 
be promoted to guarantee the continued efficient operation of the 
airport and ensure public safety.  
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MacDill Air Force Base  
Per the requirements of Senate Bill 1604 (effective date May 25, 
2004), the City of Tampa, in cooperation with MacDill Air Force 
Base, completed a Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) on July 31, 2006, 
which recommended revisions to the applicable Tampa 
Comprehensive Plan goals, objectives, and policies, that would set 
reasonable limits for intensity, density, and use of land adjacent to 
MacDill Air Force Base. As required by Sections 163.3175, -77, -
87, and -91, Chapter 163, Florida State Statutes, as amended by 
said Bill, the policies below are intended to manage land use and 
future development encroachment, in order to support the viability 
of military operations as well as to protect persons and property 
surrounding the Base from potential accidents and loss of life.  
 
Objective A-3B: The City shall support and strengthen the role of 
MacDill Air Force Base by requiring that adjacent development be 
compatible with airport related activities. (In addition to the 
policies listed below, the Transportation Element has also has 
adopted goals, objectives and policies addressing airport related 
activities).  
 
Policy A-3.1B:  
After the effective date of this provision, all new residential 
development within the MacDill Air Force base flight path, also 
known as the accident potential zones on the future land use map, 
shall be limited to 10 dwelling units per acre.  
 
Create and implement the Military Installation-Airport (MI-AP) 
Compatibility Plan Category to identify and protect lands that are 
most affected by military aircraft traffic and potential accident 
hazard adjacent to MacDill Air Force Base. At a minimum, the 
MI-AP designated area shall include the Clear Zone, the Accident 
Potential Zone I (APZ 1), the Accident Potential Zone II (APZ II) 
but may include any other areas representing a logical extension of 
any of the aforementioned areas or areas lying in close proximity 
to the Base. 
 
Policy A-3.2B: 
Establish zoning districts, MI-AP-1 through 5 to implement the 
intent of the MI-AP Compatibility Plan Category by regulating 
allowable uses, area, height, bulk and placement of those uses to 
minimize population concentration and eliminate hazards to 
aircraft operations for the general protection and safety of Tampa’s 
citizens and Base personnel. 
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Policy A-3.8 3B 
Include MacDill Air Force Base and Hillsborough County 
Aviation Authority in the Development Review Committee to 
maintain open communication channels between City staff and 
these entities regarding all petitions for rezoning and special use. 
 
Policy A-3.4B:  
Prohibit future “noise sensitive” development such as residences, 
schools, hospitals, etc. which do not provide the required noise 
attenuation features within those noise contour areas adjacent to 
MacDill Air Force Base which may pose health hazards 
 
New developments within the noise contour areas adjacent to 
MacDill Air Force Base shall be required to provide the required 
noise attenuation features outlined in the City’s Building Code. 
 
Policy A-3.5B:  
Any parcel of land that was in place prior to February 5, 2007 that 
met the minimum dimensional requirements of the  zoning 
classification but does not meet the minimum dimensional 
requirements of the MI-AP zoning districts shall be considered 
conforming and shall be developed according to City of Tampa 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27-79, Tables 4-4 and 4-5. 
 
Policy A-3.6B:  
Any use of land existing as of February 5, 2007 which would 
otherwise not be permitted within the MI-AP zoning district in 
which it lies, shall be considered conforming; however, any of the 
following changes to the use shall require full compliance with the 
MI-AP land use category and zoning district regulations as though 
it were a new use: 

 
1. A one-time enlargement of existing multi-family or 

commercial structures by five percent (5%) of the floor  area or 
150 square feet, whichever is less; 

 
2. If the use has ceased operation for one hundred eighty (180) 

consecutive days; except for catastrophic events, in which case 
it shall be one year from the date of the event.  

 
3. When there is a change in use or new use added to the existing 

use or uses. 
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5.1.3 Future Land Use Element--Land Use Categories 

 
Military Installation Airport Compatibility Plan Category 
(MI-AP)  
Purpose: To promote the appropriate type and intensity of 
development of land uses surrounding MacDill Air Force Base. 
The purpose of designating lands that are most affected by military 
aircraft traffic and potential accident hazard adjacent to the 
MacDill Air Force Base runway, is to minimize population, 
eliminate hazards to aircraft operations and protect the general 
welfare and safety of citizens within these areas. This category at a 
minimum shall be applied to military installation airport Clear 
Zone and Accident Potential Zones I and II as designated on the 
adopted Future Land Use Plan Map and may include any other 
areas representing a logical extension of any of the aforementioned 
areas or lying in close proximity to the base. 

 
Permitted Uses: Residential and non-residential uses per each MI-
AP zoning district as defined in the City of Tampa's zoning code. 
Residential uses within the APZ I are restricted to single-family 
detached structures only. Future non-residential development is 
limited to direct access onto MacDill Avenue and Dale Mabry 
Highway through the MI-AP-5 site plan rezoning process. 

 
Density/Intensity: A range from 0-6.0 dwelling units per acre. A 
0.5 floor area ratio (FAR) maximum may be considered in this 
land use designation within the appropriate zoning districts.  

 
Prohibited Uses: Specific uses are prohibited as per each MI-AP 
zoning district as defined in the City of Tampa's zoning code. All 
new development is prohibited in the Clear Zone. 

 
Municipal Airport Compatibility Plan Category (M-AP)  
Purpose: To promote the appropriate type and intensity of 
development of land uses surrounding an airport. The purpose of 
designating land and water areas in this district is to encourage 
development which is compatible with aircraft operation and to 
increase safety and limit population by maintaining a lower 
intensity of development and to promote and protect the utility of 
the airport. This district shall be applied to airport landing areas 
and to other surrounding areas in proximity to airport boundaries 
or operations as designated on the adopted Future Land Use Map.  
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Permitted Uses: General and heavy commercial uses, office, and 
light industrial uses.  
Intensity: The maximum allowable intensity varies depending 
upon location of the land parcel relative to airport approach/clear 
zones. The maximum allowable floor area ratio ranges from 0.25 
FAR to 1.5 FAR depending upon proposed use and zoning sub-
district. The maximum allowable height in M-AP 1 and M-AP 2 is 
42' and in M-AP 3 and M-AP 4 the maximum height is 70'.  
Prohibited Uses: Specific uses are prohibited as per each M-AP 
zoning district as defined in the City of Tampa's zoning code. Site 
planned developments can be considered in this category, however 
this cannot be used to exceed adopted heights.  

 
  


